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Background 

Massachusetts public school students in the graduating class of 2003 will be the first class of students 
required to earn a competency determination as a condition for earning a high school diploma. The 
Education Reform Law of 1993 mandated the competency determination. In January 2000, the Board of 
Education established current regulations that require students to attain a performance level of Needs 
Improvement or higher on both the grade 10 English Language Arts and Mathematics tests of the 
Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) to earn a competency determination. 
Students have multiple opportunities to retake the test(s) that they did not pass prior to their scheduled 
graduation date. As of April 2002, students in the class of 2003 have had two opportunities to take the 
grade 10 MCAS tests in spring 2001 and in fall 2001. 


State Results 

The table below shows the percentage of students in the class of 2003 who have now earned a 
competency determination based on the cumulative number of students who have passed the grade 10 
MCAS tests administered in the spring and fall of 2001. The percentage of students in the original class 
of 2003 who have earned a competency determination was calculated using enrollment data reported by 
school principals on the first day of MCAS testing in the spring of 2001. The percentage of students in 
the current class of 2003 who have earned a competency determination was calculated using the fall 2001 
grade 11 enrollment data reported by districts through the Department’s Student Information Management 
System (SIMS). Changes in enrollment between the spring and fall are due primarily to students 
transferring, dropping out, or being retained in grade. The Department will track the status of all students 
in the class of 2003 including those that earn a competency determination, transfers, dropouts, and 
students retained in grade and provide that information in future reports. 


Competency Determination Results for the Class of 2003 
All Students and Selected Subgroups 


Original Class of 2003 Current Class of 2003 


Cee Sea 
Percentage Who 
Spring Spring 
2001 Spring | 2001+ 
Enrollment | 2001 | Fall 2001 
Retest 


Student Status 
Limited English Proficient 
Students with Disabilities* 
Regular Education* 
Race/Ethnicity** 
African-American/Black 
Asian 

Hispanic 

Native American 

White 


Percentage Who 
Have Earned a 
CD 


Fall 2001 


Enrollment 


31,917 
33,479 66% 73% 31,850 74% 


*Because fall 2001 SIMS data for these groups were not available at the time of this report, data for these student groups are based on spring 2001 MCAS data, with students not 
matching SIMS proportionately added to each group 


** While the enrollment for students in each racial /ethnic group appears to have grown between the spring and fall 2001, the increase is due primarily to the fact that students who 
identified themselves as “mixed” or “other” on the spring 2001 MCAS tests may have been reported in one of the five racial/ethnic groups shown in the table by the SIMS in the fall 
2001. Combined racial/ethnic enrollment figures for the spring 2001 may not equal total enrollment figures, as demographic information was not always available for all students 
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Description of Original and Current Class of 2003 

When examining the performance of the class of 2003, there is no single way to define that class. One 
option is to define the class as the group of students enrolled at a fixed point in time. In the results shown 
above, for example, the class of 2003 is defined as those students enrolled in the tenth grade on the first 
day of MCAS testing in spring 2001. 


Another option is to focus on the current class of 2003—that is, to examine the performance of those 
students currently enrolled in school who are scheduled to graduate in the spring of 2003. 


For the purposes of this progress report, the performance of two.groups of students is examined. Those 
two groups are defined in the table below. 


Original 
Class 
(68,118) 


Current 
Class 
(63,767) 


Description of Original and Current Class of 2003 


Students enrolled in the tenth grade on the first day of MCAS testing in the spring of 2001. 


This is the set of 68,118 students reported by school principals through the spring 2001 
MCAS Student Identification Forms. School principals were required to submit a Student 
Identification Form for all students enrolled in the tenth grade on the first day of MCAS 
testing. 


Students enrolled in the class of 2003 at the beginning of the current 2001-2002 school year. 


This is the set of 63,767 students reported by school districts as grade 11 students in the fall 
2001 collection of individual student data for the Department’s Student Information 
Management System (SIMS). Each fall, all school districts are required to provide the 
Department with a roster of all students enrolled at each grade level on the first day of 
October. 


Comparison of the Original and Current Class of 2003 

Although the majority of students are the same in both groups, there was a considerable change in the 
membership of the class of 2003 from the tenth to the eleventh grades. As a starting point, the table 
above shows that the current class has 4,351 fewer students than original class. That difference is the 
aggregate of the number of students entering and leaving the class of 2003. 


The figure below shows a comparison between the two groups indicates that 96 percent (60,965) of the 
63,767 students in the current class, were members of the class of 2003 in the spring of 2001. Among the 
remaining 2,802 students are students who entered the class of 2003 after the spring of 2001, students 
who were unaccounted for in the spring of 2001, and students whose records from the fall and spring 
could not be matched. 
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Original Class 
of 2003 
68,118 


Current Class 
of 2003 
63,767 


A second issue is to determine what became of the approximately 7,000 students in the original class who 
are no longer in the current class of 2003. Over half of those students can be linked with current grade 10 
or grade 12 SIMS data. The remaining group of students includes students no longer enrolled in public 
school in Massachusetts: students who moved out of state or to a private school, students who dropped 
out of school, and students whose records from the MCAS tests could not be matched to students in the 
current class. 


Overall, the drop in enrollment in the class of 2003 from the spring of the tenth grade to the fall of the 
eleventh grade is consistent with previous school years. The graph below shows the relationship between 
grade 10 and grade 11 enrollments for the graduating classes from 1993 to 2003. 
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Change in Grade 10 to Grade 11 Enrollment of Graduating Classes 1993 to 2003 
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Progress of the Current Class of 2003 


The progress of the current class of 2003 is consistent with the performance of the original class. 
Approximately three-fourths (76 percent) of the 63,767 students who were enrolled in the class of 2003 at 
the beginning of the 2001-2002 school year have earned a competency determination. This includes 
students who participated in the MCAS tests in the spring of 2000, the spring of 2001, and the fall 2001 
retest. 


The figure below presents a closer look at the students who have not yet earned a competency 
determination. Similar to the original class, slightly more than half of those students have passed neither 
the ELA nor Mathematics MCAS test. However, it is likely that this number is somewhat inflated 
because it includes approximately 2,800 students whose MCAS and SIMS records could not be matched. 
Of the remaining students who have passed one of the MCAS tests, more than three times as many have 
passed the English Language Arts test (5,088) as the Mathematics test (1,654). 
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MCAS Tests Passed by Students Who Have Not Earned A Competency Determination 


Total number of students=63,767 


Passed Neither Test— 
8,837 (14%) 


Passed Math—.-. -___ 


1,654 (3%) 


Passed ELA— 


5,088 (8%) 


48,188 (76%) 


Earned CD 


|DiPassed ELA MlPassed Math Di Passed Neither Test D Earned CD | 


Results by District (attached) 
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Class of 2003 Competency Determination Results by District 


0001 ABINGTON 131 113 ~ 86 Ane ~ 89 128 aad 91 
0005 AGAWAM 309 232 75 255 83 296 251 85 
0007 AMESBURY 204 156 (Gs 162 79 181 142 78 
0009 ANDOVER 391 346 88 367 94 383 357 93 
0010 ARLINGTON 275 234 85 256 93 269 244 91 
0014 ASHLAND 137 122 89 129 94 144 132 92 
0016 ATTLEBORO 465 329 71 347 7 477 358 75 
0017 AUBURN 160 138 86 142 89 160 140 88 
0018 AVON 50 32 64 35 70 45 24 53 
0019 AYER 90 64 71 70 78 86 47 55 
0020 BARNSTABLE 478 321 67 478 345 72 438 336 77 
0023 BEDFORD 164 155 95 164 160 98 161 155 96 
0024 BELCHERTOWN 146 122 84 146 128 88 131 124 95 
0025 BELLINGHAM 176 122 69 176 136 77 176 136 77 
0026 BELMONT 214 200 93 214 204 95 219 201 92 
0030 BEVERLY 314 251 80 314 268 85 307 265 86 
0031 BILLERICA 365 300 82 365 324 89 367 322 88 
0035 BOSTON 4183 1686 40 4183 2029 49 3786 1874 49 
0036 BOURNE 153 114 14s) 153 127 83 142 123 87 
0040 BRAINTREE 328 291 89 328 305 93 338 308 91 
0044 BROCKTON 962 485 50 962 551 57 644 394 61 
0046 BROOKLINE 444 374 84 444 384 86 430 375 87 
0048 BURLINGTON 213 188 88 213 198 93 214 198 93 
0049 CAMBRIDGE 482 261 54 482 295 61 499 286 57 
0050 CANTON UCT, rn 153 86 177 162 92 158 146 92 
0052 CARVER 124 100 81 124 105 85 125 105 84 
0055 CHATHAM 56 50 89 56 53 95 59 51 86 
0056 CHELMSFORD 439 381 87 439 389 89 417 373 89 
0057 CHELSEA 284 111 39 284 135 48 258 121 47 
0061 CHICOPEE 574 305 53 574 350 61 497 325 65 
0064 CLINTON 146 tes Uh 146 119 82 123 106 86 
0065 COHASSET 83 15 90 83 77 93 81 74 91 
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Class of 2003 Competency Determination Results by District 


“Percent. 2 
seamina C. D. 


0071 DANVERS 90 267 232 87 
0072 DARTMOUTH 87 340 300 88 
0073 DEDHAM . 85 161 130 81 
0077 DOUGLAS 86 (He 68 88 
0079 DRACUT 91 260 237 91 
0082 DUXBURY 96 236 224 95 
0083 EAST BRIDGEWATER 92 178 164 92 
0086 EASTHAMPTON 91 136 119 88 
0087 EAST LONGMEADOW : 90 200 176 88 
0088 EASTON 92 272 250 92 
0093 EVERETT tA 358 256 72 
0094 FAIRHAVEN 15 161 111 69 
0095 FALL RIVER 58 642 382 60 
0096 FALMOUTH 80 298 239 80 
0097 FITCHBURG 62 306 184 60 
0099 FOXBOROUGH 91 199 179 90 
0100 FRAMINGHAM 79 430 347 81 
0101 FRANKLIN 94 320 298 93 
0103 GARDNER 81 217 168 77 
0105 GEORGETOWN 88 104 89 86 
0107 GLOUCESTER 78 294 243 83 
0110 GRAFTON 90 122 111 91 
0111 GRANBY 89 83 66 80 
0114 GREENFIELD 74 134 102 76 
0117 HADLEY 100 42 41 98 
0122 HANOVER 96 165 153 93 
0125 HARVARD 95 77 73 95 
0126 HARWICH 91 104 90 87 
0127 HATFIELD 96 24 23 96 
0128 HAVERHILL 470 332 71 470 364 Of 477 351 74 
0131 HINGHAM 244 226 93 244 234 96 229 221 97 
0133 HOLBROOK 85 50 59 85 57 67 tal 52 73 
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0136 HOLLISTON 
0137 HOLYOKE 
0138 HOPEDALE 
0139 HOPKINTON 
0141 HUDSON 
0142 HULL 

0144 IPSWICH 
0149 LAWRENCE 
0150 LEE 

0151 LEICESTER 
0152 LENOX 

0153 LEOMINSTER 
0155 LEXINGTON 
0158 LITTLETON 
0159 LONGMEADOW 
0160 LOWELL 
0161 LUDLOW 
0162 LUNENBURG 
0163 LYNN 

0164 LYNNFIELD 
0165 MALDEN 
0167 MANSFIELD 
0168 MARBLEHEAD 
0170 MARLBOROUGH 
0171 MARSHFIELD 
0172 MASHPEE 
0174 MAYNARD 
0175 MEDFIELD 
0176 MEDFORD 
0177 MEDWAY 
0178 MELROSE 
0181 METHUEN 
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ssf 


- 2001 Spring Test and Fall Retest 


‘Grade 1 11 Students ecenored! in SIMS 


Percent Earning 
C.D. 
92 
53 
92 
94 
77 
81 
82 
34 
86 
87 
84 
72 
92 
92 
96 
67 
88 
78 
65 
94 
63 
94 
85 
88 
90 
86 
95 
75 
90 
85 
74 
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Class of 2003 Competency Determination Results by District 


0182 MIDDLEBOROUGH 50 GaGa 73 ~ 295 182 aT 298 ~ 169 74 


0185 MILFORD 284 197 69 284 220 77 259 206 80 
0186 MILLBURY 98 76 78 98 85 87 105 87 83 
0187 MILLIS 81 73 90 81 77 95 77 72 94 
0189 MILTON 255 205 80 255 221 87 240 214 89 
0191 MONSON 88 71 81 88 77 88 82 73 89 
0197 NANTUCKET 98 72 73 98 80 — 82 86 75 87 
0198 NATICK 284 240 85 284 246 87 278 242 87 
0199 NEEDHAM 321 310 oF, 321 315 98 317 310 98 
0201 NEW BEDFORD 707 395 56 707 433 61 811 434 54 
0204 NEWBURYPORT 150 138 92 150 140 93 158 122 77 
0207 NEWTON 899 801 89 899 844 94 904 841 93 
0209 NORTH ADAMS 143 85 59 143 87 61 144 80 56 
0210 NORTHAMPTON 186 150 81 186 159 85 191 156 82 
0211 NORTH ANDOVER 280 258 92 280 263 94 273 250 92 
0212 NORTH ATTLEBOROUGH 279 214 77 279 229 82 285 231 81 
0214 NORTHBRIDGE 124 91 73 124 100 81 123 99 80 
0215 NORTH BROOKFIELD 57 47 82 o7 48 84 55 a 80 
0217 NORTH READING 103 95 92 103 100 97 99 93 94 
0218 NORTON 161 125 78 161 135 84 151 130 86 
0219 NORWELL 138 130 94 138 132 96 128 119 93 
0220 NORWOOD 247 209 85 247 223 90 258 223 86 
0226 OXFORD 164 109 66 164 133 81 155 124 80 
0227 PALMER 135 86 64 135 97 72 131 94 ¥2 
0229 PEABODY 461 305 66. 461 345 (fs) 452 343 76 
0236 PITTSFIELD 429 278 65 429 316 74 430 309 72 
0239 PLYMOUTH 616 481 78 616 523 85 603 507 84 
0242 PROVINCETOWN 43 29 67 43 34 79 42 23 55 
0243 QUINCY 664 450 68 664 525 79 664 514 VT 
0244 RANDOLPH 249 160 64 249 177 71 254 173 68 
0246 READING 311 283 91 311 298 96 303 288 95 
0248 REVERE 329 182 55 329 212 64 329 209 64 
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Class of 2003 Competency Determination Results by District 


0251 ROCKLAND 
0252 ROCKPORT 
0258 SALEM 

0261 SANDWICH 
0262 SAUGUS 

0264 SCITUATE 
0265 SEEKONK 
0266 SHARON 

0271 SHREWSBURY 
0273 SOMERSET 
0274 SOMERVILLE 
0277 SOUTHBRIDGE 
0278 SOUTH HADLEY 
0281 SPRINGFIELD 
0284 STONEHAM 
0285 STOUGHTON 
0290 SUTTON 

0291 SWAMPSCOTT 
0292 SWANSEA 
0293 TAUNTON 
0295 TEWKSBURY 
0301 TYNGSBOROUGH 
0304 UXBRIDGE 
0305 WAKEFIELD 
0307 WALPOLE 
0308 WALTHAM 
0309 WARE 

0310 WAREHAM 
0314 WATERTOWN 
0315 WAYLAND 
0316 WEBSTER 
0317 WELLESLEY 
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0321 WESTBOROUGH 
0322 WEST BOYLSTON 

0323 WEST BRIDGEWATER 
0325 WESTFIELD 

0326 WESTFORD 

0330 WESTON 

0331 WESTPORT 

0332 WEST SPRINGFIELD 

0335 WESTWOOD 

0336 WEYMOUTH 

0342 WILMINGTON 

0343 WINCHENDON 

0344 WINCHESTER 

0346 WINTHROP 

0347 WOBURN 

0348 WORCESTER 

0370 INSTITUTIONAL SCHOOL 
0406 NORTHAMPTON-SMITH 
0412 ACADEMY OF PACIFIC R 
0434 CHAMPION HMCS 

0437 CITY ON A HILL CHART 
0441 SABIS INTERNATIONAL 
0446 SABIS FOXBORO REG'L 
0452 HEALTH CAREERS ACAD 
0458 LOWELL MIDDLESEX ACA 
0466 MARTHA'S VINEYARD CH 
0468 MA ACADEMY/MATH & SCI 
0478 FRANCIS W PARKER CHA 
0479 PIONEER VALLEY PERF 
0487 SOMERVILLE CHARTER S 
0488 SOUTH SHORE CHARTER 
0489 STURGIS CHARTER SCHO 
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“2001 1 Spring Test and F Fall I Retest 


- 2001 ‘Spring Test 


“Grade 11 Students Reported in SIMS 


_| Percent Earning 
. C.D. 
92 
80 
64 
97 
98 
72 
71 
94 
80 
89 
74 
95 
78 
90 
57 


56 50 89 56 53 95 50 47 94 
66 49 74 66 54 82 65 38 58 
14 12 86 14 12 86 14 
15 9 60 11 ts 64 
71 64 90 71 66 93 58 51 88 
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Class of 2003 Competency Determination Results by District 


2001 1 Spring Test - 2001 Spring Test and Fal Retest. Grade 11 Students Reported in SIMS 
T Students] ig G Porcantss Students: ENUTESTe Percent Earning 

Included Lane? Cc. D. ‘Eaming C. D. ‘Included | ‘Earning Cc. D TEathiag G: D: Included Earning C.D. C.D. 
0600 ACTON-BOXBOROUGH 356 339 95 356 346 97 352 342 97 
0603 ADAMS-CHESHIRE 140 95 68 140 105 75 133 103 af 
0605 AMHERST-PELHAM 329 248 19 329 262 80 340 251 74 
0610 ASHBURNHAM-WESTMINST 179 164 92 179 168 94 186 174 94 
0615 ATHOL-ROYALSTON 142 101 71 142 106 75 149 106 71 
0618 BERKSHIRE HILLS 189 135 71 189 143 76 178 128 72 
0620 BERLIN-BOYLSTON 71 68 96 71 68 96 68 64 94 
0622 BLACKSTONE-MILLVILLE 166 144 87 166 154 93 153 149 97 
0625 BRIDGEWATER-RAYNHAM ST 311 82 37 325 86 363 317 87 
0635 CENTRAL BERKSHIRE 184 142 TT 184 155 84 176 149 85 
0640 CONCORD-CARLISLE 298 279 94 298 287 96 295 283 96 
0645 DENNIS-YARMOUTH 301 237 79 301 252 84 ZU 218 79 
0650 DIGHTON-REHOBOTH 223 185 83 223 205 92 222 202 91 
0655 DOVER-SHERBORN 104 100 96 104 101 97 105 103 — 98 
0658 DUDLEY-CHARLTON REG 245 199 81 245 212 87 251 206 82 
0660 NAUSET 220 200 91 220 205 93 234 202 86 
0665 FREETOWN-LAKEVILLE AST. 123 78 157 138 88 164 144 88 
0670 FRONTIER 90 76 84 90 76 84 84 75 89 
0672 GATEWAY 131 90 69 131 92 70 118 89 75 
0673 GROTON-DUNSTABLE 130 123 95 130 127 98 127 120 94 
0674 GILL-MONTAGUE Ai2 88 79 112 94 84 Un WA 7/3} 62 
0675 HAMILTON-WENHAM 177 160 90 7 166 94 168 152 90 
0680 HAMPDEN-WILBRAHAM 331 287 87 331 299 90 307 270 88 
0683 HAMPSHIRE 138 114 83 ; 138 121 88 126 abil 90 
0690 KING PHILIP 242 — 211 87 242 221 91 224 214 96 
0695 LINCOLN-SUDBURY 322 308 96 322 314 98 321 305 95 
0698 MANCHESTER ESSEX REG 79 71 90 79 13 92 76 62 82 
0700 MARTHAS VINEYARD 193 157 81 193 167 87 194 163 84 
0705 MASCONOMET 287 265 92 287 274 95 288 273 95 
0710 MENDON-UPTON 113 104 92 113 110 97 117 111 95 
0715 MOUNT GREYLOCK 125 104 83 125 109 87 122 105 86 
0717 MOHAWK TRAIL 127 93 73 127 97 76 iV 94 80 
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Class of 2003 Competency Determination Results by District 


Grade 11 Students Reported | in SIMS 


Students | «| | Percent Earning 

Earni “Earning C. D. | Included Fearing C.D. ze C.D. 
0720 NARRAGANSETT ~ 4101 74 73 101 83 82 94 1a 82 
0725 NASHOBA 205 184 90 205 195 95 206 191 93 
0730 NORTHBORO-SOUTHBORO 257 240 93 25K, 250 97 259 248 96 
0735 NORTH MIDDLESEX 298 248 83 298 266 89 294 256 87 
0740 OLD ROCHESTER 183 155 85 183 163 89 Whe 157 90 
0745 PENTUCKET 225 206 92 225 PANT 96 218 208 95 
0750 PIONEER VALLEY 65 40 62 65 52 80 62 50 81 
0753 QUABBIN 264 227 86 264 240 91 243 195 80 
0755 RALPH C MAHAR ‘ 106 65 61 106 (As) 71 94 72 rae 
0760 SILVER LAKE 430 353 82 430 369 86 393 331 84 
0765 SOUTHERN BERKSHIRE 59 44 75 59 51 86 66 46 70 
0766 SOUTHWICK-TOLLAND 144 103 72 144 116 81 140 99 71 
0767 SPENCER-E BROOKFIELD 148 Aalir 79 148 124 84 125 110 88 
0770 TANTASQUA 268 198 74 268 216 81 254 207 81 
0773 TRITON 231 181 78 231 190 82 210 182 87 
0775 WACHUSETT 399 357 89 399 382 96 399 378 95 
0778 QUABOAG REGIONAL 84 58 69 84 64 76 a. 62 81 
0780 WHITMAN-HANSON 284 227, 80 284 238 84 270 233 86 
0801 ASSABET VALLEY 235 110 47 235 132 56 222 119 54 
0805 BLACKSTONE VALLEY RE 207 146 71 207 170 82 211 166 79 
0806 BLUE HILLS VOC 227 152 67 227 175 77 212 164 77 
0810 BRISTOL-PLYMOUTH VOC 193 88 46 193 114 09 179 107 60 
0815 CAPE COD REGION VOC V72 96 56 172 AS 67 167 116 69 
0818 FRANKLIN COUNTY 129 55 43 129 78 60 127 58 46 
0821 GREATER FALL RIVER 305 — 163 53 305 195 64 271 187 69 
0823 GREATER LAWRENCE RVT 352 68 19 392 WS 33 292 1S 39 
0825 GREATER NEW BEDFORD 437 167 38 437 218 50 400 209 52 
0828 GREATER LOWELL VOC T 458 123 27 458 209 46 417 203 49 
0829 SO MIDDLESEX VOC TEC 164 41 25 164 09 36 175 63 36 
0830 MINUTEMAN VOC TECH 192 127 66 192 144 79 180 98 54 
0832 MONTACHUSETT VOC TEC 312 130 42 312 182 58 284 178 63 
0851 NORTHERN BERKSHIRE V 108 55 51 108 71 66 96 62 65 
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0852 NASHOBA VALLEY TECH 
0853 NORTHEAST METRO VOC 
0854 NORTH SHORE REG VOC 
0855 OLD COLONY REG VOC T 
0860 PATHFINDER VOC TECH 
0871 SHAWSHEEN VALLEY VOC 
0872 SOUTHEASTERN REG VOC 
0873 SOUTH SHORE REG VOC 
0876 SOUTHERN WORCESTER C 
0878 TRI COUNTY 

0879 UPPER CAPE COD VOC T 
0885 WHITTIER VOC 

0910 BRISTOL COUNTY AGR 
0913 ESSEX AGR TECH 

0915 NORFOLK COUNTY AGR 
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2001 1 Spring T Test Grade 11 Students eevoyted in SIMS 


2001 1 Spring T Test and Fall Retest 


Percent ‘ 
‘earning C. D. 


149 
300 
111 
139 
150 
292 
304 
123 
264 
219 
150 
315 
104 
AZ 
110 
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